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Mounir Maasri(23.4.1940) was born in Aley, Lebanon. He is an 
actor, director, writer, and teacher for the Performing Arts. Maasri 
completed his early education in Lebanon, and travelled to the 
United States at a young age to continue his studies in the field of 
Performing Arts. From 1960 to 1962 Maasri studied under Lee 
Strasberg at the Actors Studio in New York. In 1961, he started 
teaching himself, in addition to holding the leading roles in several 
theatre productions. Upon his return to Lebanon in 1962, Maasri 

began a prolific career in cinema: he worked not only as an actor, producer, writer and director, 
but at times also as a dancer, production manager, make up consultant and lighting designer in 
feature films, television and theatre. His participation was not limited to productions in Lebanon, 
but also included joint Lebanese-American, French and British projects. Works particularly worth 
mentioning are his leading roles in feature films Garo (1967) and AL-AKHRASS WAL HUB/ THE 
MUTE MAN AND LOVE (1967), for which he was later recognized with a Best Actor Award from 
the Lebanese Film Academy in 1967 and 1968 respectively, and a leading role in the 
Arabic-language version of Mohamad: The Messenger of God (1974), during the filming of which 
he met and befriended late actor Anthony Quinn, as well as Irene Pappas. He was praised with 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007.  

16:00-18:00

MODERATOR
GHASSAN EL-KHOUJA

WEDNESDAY - OCT 6TH 2021

MASTERCLASS WITH DIRECTOR
MOUNIR MAASRI

MOUNIR MAASRI
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Born in Los Angeles, CA to a Lebanese mother and a Palestinian 
father. She grew up in Tripoli, completed her BA in Communication 
Arts (TV/FILM) at LAU - Byblos and her Master’s degree in 
Cinematography at the Lebanese University in Beirut, Lebanon. 
Fatma Racha wrote and directed 5 short films that were screened 
and awarded in Lebanon and abroad. Also, being a Director of 
Photography, she shot over 30 short films that some of them are 
still touring in festivals and recently her first feature film.

10:00-13:00 

DAILY

OCT 6TH  TILL OCT 8TH2021

FATMA RACHA SHEHADEH

CINEMATOGRAPHY WORKSHOP WITH
TRAINER FATMA RACHA SHEHADEH 
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18:00-20:00

MODERATOR
GHASSAN EL-KHOUJA
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A Lebanese National who was born and raised in Abu 
Dhabi, I am a Multimedia and Graphic Design graduate from 
the American University of Sharjah. With a short stint in two 
global advertising agencies, Young & Rubicam and 
Wunderman, I was introduced to the world of bespoke and 
niche luxury publication through Dar Dubai Printing and 
Publishing, with their eponymous luxury and lifestyle 
publication, Jumeirah Beach Magazine. Later on, the same 
management behind what was considered the Middle 
East's best luxury publication set out to publish Abu Dhabi's 
first bilingual culture, art and design publication, Shawati' 

Magazine. I was amongst the executive committee for the first Qasr Al Hosn Festival, working 
closely with the Franco Dragone and his team to develop the concept for their bespoke 
production for the festival. For the past 6 years, I have been the Managing Partner at MAD 
Solutions, the Arab world’s first fully-integrated film studio, dedicated to the production, 
promotion and distribution of Arab films in the Arab world and beyond. While at MAD, I have had 
the honour and pleasure of working closely with leaders in the Arab film industry, promote for 
a more robust co-production platform between the Arab world and the international markets 
worldwide and liaise with regional film theatres and cultural institutions for the screening of 
award-winning films from the Arab world, with the mission and vision to raise the awareness 
on the importance of soft power in reshaping the future generations of the Arab world through 
the medium of film. In 2018, I founded iluminismo Ltd, a content creation, design and marketing 
consultancy studio, working closely with cultural institutions, design firms, corporate and 
government sectors to help achieve their goals, mission and vision. Since November 2018, I’ve 
been working with Empty, a Spanish Consultancy Firm, on the content strategy, research and 
creation for a maritime heritage museum in Dubai. In 2020, I co-founded Silverline Community: 
an online platform that harnesses the power of curated networking within the creative and 
cultural industries.

DISTRIBUTION & MARKETING WITH
ABDALLAH AL-SHAMI & NICOLAS KHABBAZ

ABDALLAH AL-SHAMI



Nicolas Khabbaz born in Lebanon. He graduated in 
filmmaking, and holds a Ph.D. in cinema where he studied 
the cinema of small nations and the question of its identity. 
He has become the artistic director of the NDU International 
Film Festival / Beirut Shorts and the program director of 
Batroun Mediterranean Film Festival. He has been Director 
of the Audiovisual Arts Department at NDU since 2012. 
Between 2005 and 2020 he has produced 16 theatre plays, 
written and directed by Georges Khabbaz, with whom he 
co-founded KAY Production. 
Khabbaz has participated in several major international 

festivals around the world as a filmmaker, jury member, curator and industry expert. He has 
produced several award-winning feature films and short films premiered in Locarno film festival 
and Toronto International Film Festival. 

NICOLAS KHABBAZ (Lebanon)
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THURSDAY - OCT 7TH 2021

Soleil Gharbieh is the grants manager at The Arab Fund for Arts 
and Culture - AFAC handling the film programs (ADP and 
Cinema) in addition to the Music Program. Prior to joining AFAC, 
she underwent a six weeks specialized training program with 
Goethe’s Kulturakademie to connect Arab cultural managers 
with the art scene in Berlin, Leipzig, and Hamburg. Soleil lived in 
Egypt, where she was heavily involved in the local independent 
music scene while working at the Cairo Jazz Club Agency. From 
2008 to 2014, Soleil worked as a catalogue manager and book 
buyer at CIEL, a book distribution company.

With more than 18 years in the industry, Chadi Zeneddine is a 
writer-director and festival programmer, based between Beirut 
and Buenos Aires. Holder of a MA in Film Studies, he then 
pursued his PhD in Film & Philosophy at the Sorbonne. His 
award-winning first feature film "Falling From Earth" was 
selected in more than 40 film festivals before signing a 
development deal with Walt Disney International Studios for 
"The Last of Storytellers". He joined the Doha Film Institute in 
2010; working with the executive management on its mission 
and vision including advising for the film financing and grants 
departments and being part of the selecting committee for 8 
years. Until 2018, he was managing the Film Programming 

team, organizing film festivals, curating film programmes and panels for DTFF, Ajyal and 
year-round events. He was part of the core team that created QUMRA, supporting young talent 
from around the world. Since 2021 he is the Cairo Film Connection manager, and still consulting for 
various film festivals and institutions. He is currently developing and co-producing a limited series, 
"Rosas Negras" set in Argentina.  

FILM FUNDING BY
SOLEIL GHARBIEH & CHADI ZENEDDINE
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16:00-18:00

MODERATOR
GHASSAN EL-KHOUJA

SOLEIL GHARBIEH

CHADI ZENEDDINE



8

18:00-19:00

MODERATOR
ABDALLAH AL-SHAMI

19:00

JAFF CEREMONY:

Jerusalem Arab Film Festival gives the “Best Documentary Film Award” to: 

“Underdown” - Sara Kaskas (Lebanon)

“I am Afraid To Forget Your Face” - Sameh Alaa (Egypt)

Mark Lotfy is an Egyptian producer and director. He 
established ‘Fig Leaf' Studios in 2005 focusing on the work of 
emerging filmmakers, quickly rising as one of the most 
prominent independent production companies in the region. 
He recently produced “I am Afraid to Forget Your Face” 
directed by Sameh Alaa which won the Palme d'Or at the 
2020 Cannes Film Festival and also produced films that were 
selected in many prominent film festivals such as the 
Berlinale, Sundance, Karlovy Vary, San Sebastian, and BFI 
among others including recent films like “Souad” directed by 
Ayten Amin (Cannes 2020, Berlinale & Tribeca 2021 
selection) and "Captains of Zaatari" directed by Ali Elaraby 

(Sundance 2021 selection). 
Mark also established, with fellow filmmakers, "Cinedelta" an Independent Documentary Film 
School that aims to create opportunities for young filmmakers through exchanges with 
international film experts.

CONVERSATION WITH
MARK LOTFY

MARK LOTFY

THURSDAY - OCT 7TH 2021
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FRIDAY- OCT 8TH 2021

16:30-18:00

MODERATOR
GHASSAN EL-KHOUJAP
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CINEMA: A WHOLE INDUSTRY BY
JEAN-CLAUDE CODSI & CAROLE ABBOUD &
SHERIF FATHI

Born in Lebanon, Jean-Claude Codsi started as an engineering 
student in Beirut. 
He went to Belgium and obtained a degree in film studies at the 
INSAS - Brussels.
He worked as editor on 3 docudrama films directed by Burhan 
Alawiyeh and produced by ARTE:  “Letters from War”, “Letters 
from Exile”, and “Assouan”.
He taught from 1997 till 2013 scriptwriting and film directing at 
IESAV, the Audiovisual Institute of Saint Joseph University in 
Beirut.
He wrote and directed two feature films:
Ana el Awãn (Time has come) 1994, starring Simon Abkarian 

and Darina el Jundi. Jury award at the Namur Francophone Film Festival. 
Insanon Charif (A Man of Honor) 2012 starring Majdi Machmouchi and Carole Hatem. Best support 
actor at the Carthago Cinema Days to Chadi Haddad.

Carole Abboud is a Lebanese actress and producer. She holds a 
BA in Acting and Directing from the Lebanese University and a 
Masters in Performing Arts from Paris 8 University- France.
 She featured in several international productions such as 
‘Frihetsligan’ by Leyla Assaf-Tengroth ‘Djinn’ by Tobby Hooper 
and ‘Never Leave Me’ by Aida Begic. She starred in Lebanese 
director Ghassan Salhab’s ‘Beyrouth Fantômes’, ‘Terra Incogni-
ta’ (Official selection Un certain Regard/Cannes 2002), and 
‘The Valley’.

CAROLE ABBOUD

JEAN-CLAUDE CODSI
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Sherif Fathy is a producer, digital colorist, the founder & 
CEO of the Cell studios.
Graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts with 18 years of 
experience working on advertising, films and TV Series in 
Egypt and worldwide.
Specialized in fiction films, documentaries, commercials 
and passionate about creating content with a social and 
environmental impact.
“Over these previous years he has always been a researcher 
in addition to his continuous personal studies which helped 
in shaping and building his own style in the whole industry “  
His work has been screened at numerous international 

festivals and has been also featured in CIFF, TIFF, GDA and GFF . He also worked as a producer 
& post producer for several digital platforms such as Netflix and VIU.

SHERIF FATHY





HADY ZAKKAK

THE LAST SCREENING
A BIOGRAPHY OF “CILAMA TRIPOLI”

ON THE BOOK “ THE LAST SCREENING”
BY HADY ZAKKAK 

18:30 - 20:00

MODERATOR
JEAN RATTEL 

Cinema was known in the popular dialect in Tripoli as “Cilama”. It played an important role in 
the life of the city from the thirties till the end of the 20th century.
This book tells the rise, development and fall of “Cilama” with its temples, rituals, stories, 
films, stars… The biography of Cilama merges with the life of an Arab city that has 
experienced all kind of films. It interacts with the modern history of the capital of North 
Lebanon before declaring the end of the screening and leaving a lot of pictures and sounds.

12

CONFERENCE WITH DR. KHALED ZYADEH

Hady Zakkak is an award-winning Lebanese writer, 
filmmaker and Professor-Researcher at IESAV Saint Joseph 
UniversityBeirut (Institute for Theater, Audiovisual and 
Cinematographic Studies).
He directed more than 20 documentaries on political and 
social topics related to Lebanon and the Arab world, most 
notably the following feature films: “Ya Omri” (2017), “Kamal 
Jumblatt, Witness and Testimony” (2015), 
“Mercedes” (2011), “A Lesson in History” (2009)....
In 1997, he wrote a book in French on the history of the 
Lebanese cinema, entitled: "Lebanese Cinema, a Path 
towards the Unknown (1929-1996)."

Through his works, Zakkak attempts to explore the present in search for remnant of the past 
and preserve memory.

FRIDAY- OCT 8TH 2021
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